dod ‘health, working 20 a_ 


Basi Biography: 
. Tmaolipitoere was born in 1870, in a small village outside the city of: 
Milan in the province ‘of Lombardy . ?\ 


$. — 


ee Re Ve Tea . ; 
His parents were of the laboring class, poor, but all worked. 
His brothers and sisters were older than he; shared the family 


erved two years in the Italian army, six moths of this time 
in North Africa. 


‘ 


nptsie married in California-e—«an Italian woman tsee—report--on 
Mece—Herrey in 1894, when he was (e4) years old, ° 


Came to this country when/2g years old, in 1892-93 and moved 
around the bay region wor g, from San Jose to Petaluma, 
finally settling in Alameda when he married,’Wwhelht/ he has lived 
ever since. 


. 
) 


ke as worked for many years ina tile factory in Alameda. “'}- 
At presentjowns,his own home and has an extensive garden and 
vegetable plot$}*fopfows much of this own food. 


Former Status: 
Ste tre 


is a typical Lombardic Italian with reddish hair, now 
turning grey. His eyes are brown although those of his grand- 
children are light blue; their hair is brilliant brick red. 


He described his former life as teing one of hard work. His 
community was essentially one that lived on farming and labor- 
ing in quarries, mines, crude factories, and the like. 


a 


W4A4 : 
were very poor; were forced to raise their own vegetables 
and could afford very jittig negy, Msedesnel feast days; no 
chickens; some fruitgtt4ved : on rice which was grown in 
their immediate vicinity; had their own cheeses; were often 
too poor to buy wine, although they made some. 


Present Status: ° 
‘ . 


omeo now Gwns his own home and garden plot. Although now 
well off, his house is large, comfortable and absolutely 

scrupulously clean. 
in their own homes. 


His children are married and living 
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He works in a tile factory, where seem\ingly most of the 
Italian colony work? & getting rather old, butStill 
very vigorous and in excellent health Wworks in his garden 
when not employed in the factory. Ne oN 


nie BY 
erase” 
SCTE eseneme Hr en bleed 


bee pare eer ere Te 
Aénighly respected by neighbors (except for a French woman down 
the blocky : ) 


He raises his own vegetables; makes his own wine}, bug. 

grapes; imports rice from Italy, preferring it to the local 

variety on the market; still maintains Italian food habits teh 
as they live on rice, “antipasto, wine, cooked vegetables, mete UU 
wach meat. 


> , pa 
Ty eatinethly ‘Mahle d Clee ene peer iets a arama 


itable, offerming me wine; entertains friends in the roomy and 
comfortable kitchen, wondrously clean; has a very neat yard. 
He has his own well and is independent of the city system, 
although using the well only for the garden. 


EDucation; 
M can .read and write Italian, though 1 feel but poorly. 


He speaks English poorly, the language suffering from a rush 
of poorly pronounced words and a stentorian voice. | 

He reads tut Tittle, they take no local nor Italian papers. ~~} 
Their children know Italian but prefer English. WGrendcht dren 
kr is vee Sa Italian, I gathered, but answer it with eran 


Ao. tudes: 


Asp prefers life in this country. Ne. 
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fAcame to this country to wor work, ae somewhat indefinitely 
explained, dived with friends at first, people of his own ean 


estan AS 


Feels - the ees Sn, as pe eumehs ought) working hours have 
been cut down considerably; they do not appear to have. 
suffered at all, due‘to raising their own food iving 
cheaply. 
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(born: Soldavini ) 


1ealth, house-wife 


rn born near i Tanp in the province of Lombardy, 


ie kal ka the year 1873. >| 


Her father made and sold brushes of all kinds, making 
them from rushesUF gathered from nearby streams and marshes. 
They were of the laboring class and very poor. 


She came to California in 1883 at the age of (19 years, via 

New York City, and lived in San Francisco-untt? the age of (18) 
years, when she married. (See report on Mr. Memme. Khy Bett ed 
down in Alameda, where she has lived ever since. 


a Pir st he huherhaile koto with 
aughter, Lily, ees now (49) ng is married to an Italiansgerd 
has two children of her owns Her family is living in the 

Italian colony7in Alameda. 


Her second husband 4,and she have three childreng 
Joseph age Goins rried$ hives at home geass works as laborer, 
from what x 6ald ageabied oe 


ava age Gi Married, | to. an Italian} childrens | 


Thifd Child died in infancy. 


Former Spatus: 


Born of a very poor familyy of the laboring class, she only 
remembers that her family ‘was poors All her elder stbs_ worked 


——— ) 


__She described her ribupges life; typically Italian. They lived 
“on rice, weeml they raised, and on other vegetables; had little 
wine, or meat} had cheese, fruit, some antipasto. 


Present Status; 
Her sisters and brothers are now living in Italy, of the same 


level, socio-economically, as she was. 


J 
on his part-time labory profit by raising their own Sion: 


‘aiden aise own _wine, 7 


They have a large garden; are noted in the vicinity for their 
beautiful lawn and flowers, in which they take pride. 


Her husb@nd is fairly ee off for his class; they live comfortabl 
‘ip 
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ae | 
Mrs. reads Italian and English, and speaks English 


very well, much better than her husband. She appears to be 
the better educated of the two, although the quietert ra 


ee 


pee ae 


They do not take Italian papers, nor do they read much. 


Attitudes: 


She prefers Italian food and complains of the food that they 
have to buy in this country; formerly they tought their rice 
which was imported from Italy; they prefer Italian cooking and 


“still live on typical Italianjdiet; rice, boiléd vegetables, 
some meat, wine, antipast Cheeses 


She seemed rather old and tired, quite reservad, althougholt 
answered all questions graciously. She wasacordial. 


They both resented the depression a little, spoke of having 
to get along with less, leaving one with the feeling that they 
still lived comfortably. 


She gives one the impression that she likes this country, but 
speaks well of Italy, although? if a her agin f MMe ebe, 


thereof as being due toe y ice? wa ads Loehinl) 
Once she spoke quite decidedly, saying that ag urbue in Shae 


was better; they were better off financially, economically. 
She has never returned to Italy and said she had no desire 
to do S06 
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This man was born in Northern Italy: Came to U.S. after the 
war. He was in the Italian navy throughout the war. He came direct 
to Sacramento to relatives. He worked as a section hand for the 


and learned to be a machinist. About 8 years ago he became a fore- 
man and today he is one of the leadilen in that particular branch. He 
became a citizen ami married an American girl. They have one child 

a girl. He has learned to speak English without anaccent. Associates 
very little with his own people. Has no desire toreturn to Italy. 

He is truly a real American 


This ch ame from Genoa about 35 years ago. He was 25 
years old when he arrived. From his home I would say that he came 
from the slums. The whole family were filthy and the house was 
something to behold. His wie came with him. They were married a 
few weeks before they sailed. They are all more or less rotten 
with the syphillis. Whether they got it here or in the old country 
I don't know. They don't think anything of it--discuss it with 
anyone--in fact they seem to be rather proud of having it. He worked 
at different laboring jobs for several years and accumulated a 
couple of thousand dollars and five kids--two girls and three boys. 
He finally moved to Del Norte County, Calif and beught himself a 
ranch. Shortly afterward the country went dey and he proceeded to 
build himself a "still" and he became a bootlegger. He made consid- 
erable money and fignally when things got too\hot”for him he sold 
out and came to Oakland and bought a bakery and he is now one of our 
biggest and best sanitary bakers. He thinks so little of our country 
that neither he nor his wife have learned but a few words of English, 
The children were taken out of school as soon as possible and sent 
to work. They curse and swear at each other as a matter of course. 
None of the boys are working at present. They are living off the 
old man. Now one in the family have every voted. .Talk to the boys 
and they are reds--ask them for a reason--they don't know--there 
just "reds". They are poor citizens and first class criminal fodder. 
The old folks would not like to go back to Italy even for a visit 
They are afraid of Mussolini. 


Southern Pacific after two years he quit and went into the S.P. shops,. 
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mah age 45, married,>-two-dependents. Has been working for 
the . the past seventeen years. The firms business is 
construction work and he is a Shovel runner. Before the code he 
worked 48 hours a week, receiving $215.00 a month salary. Now he 
works 40 hours a week receiving $179.00 a month. He belongs to a 
union and it is dependable in case of wage or hour disputes. His 
income has dropped because of the NRA and he claims the firms make 
him do as mich work in 5 days as he used to do in 6 days. He be- 
lieves there should be no weekly hourly restriction but rather a 
yearly hourly basis, so more work can be done in the summer when 
there is no rain, therby not losing any time during the winter when 
4t rains. He states he could be well satisfied with an income of 
¢200 a month. 


pT Co 


a . 


re 
a him a 


¢ aah a ‘ 
ee 

ef : ‘ rh” : le ie ts 
1 é f Ma ae ghee 


rrabal' 
t "Hi Ups 


? 
a ' 
of 
UJ , 

LP ue } \y 
carte. 3 c ‘ , 
irk? ana 

ee be ph D 45 ? 

' s / if 
$ bf iu voy f 
a Wey a> al 

; , An 


oo 


Pee Cage be eS oat +7 le gy Siar pt A pee Ut are AES 


-- -ReSey a girl,25 years- of.age,/ ‘was born in San Francisco of Italian 
parents, Her father was born in Geven, ik hg eae in a eae Her father 
was a cook in es as well as a gambler, .--. ies > 

re VAN. Mes 
He came es New. York shortly after 1900- where. he followed. the ‘unusual 
profession of a croupier’in a-large gambling house, For some reason 
this did not last, and after the birth ae one Avemtetcas bie the reamed mo eke 
to San Francisco where RS. was-born, -.- 


The feather was not e veny-ateady worker but. was most. offen. employed 
as cook. Ht one time both the mother..and father were.cooks at the same 
hotel, Seven years ago the father died of cancer, leaving no money 
whatever, The family was maintained “eh the mother ne Resumes her Job 
as cook at fairly good wages. 


R.S. was often ill during her Jever-school.- years, so “that at £0. 
She was only a Junior in High School, at which time she left school, ‘ghe 
was first employed to assist in the cleaning and bec xaking in the hotel 
where her mother was couk, She managed to attend vusiness college, how- 
ever, anu is now a .ei.-paiu cecrevary, working for che San Francisco 
Exeuinuer. Her oider sister has recently died, 
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Ynlike most of aoe Tralinne. living in this se tion, 
was ‘born in a ae His father was a farmer and Was ays he owned a 


500 acre fete? Sw 


Vee : 
wats one of seven Brockens all. divine. in various Or ee ey of the 
United States, He has. been in this country since. 1901.end-heas. been a 


citizen for several years, He tells me he never went to school and can 
read Mee ah little if any in his native tongue and none in Bagel ish. 


He owns two grocery reece here in Alameda and is note as ae a 
// business as most Independent grocers. He sells. liquor. also, and bootleg 
diquor at that when,he can slip it over, He was arrested aneut three 
, months ago by the Federals for Bootlegging and was heavily fined,y, 
Rigot his start like most other Italians, First taking a clerks j¢b 
/; a small wage and saving his money and, believe me, he is still saving 3 ih 
He lives joes in the rear of one of his stores and does his own house- 


keeping.’ wife is dead. He has a grown son but owning to Joe's 
carbiness he son cannot live with him, 
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Case L.P. 


L.P. is an American¥born man, twenty¥seven years of age, of Italian 
parentage, Both his parents were Tuscans; his father was born in Saint 
Anne, his mother in Miotti, 


His father had been a grape and olive farmer His possessions were 
few and his life was hard. He speaks of working two weeks to earn enough 
for a paik of shoes, They were married in Italy and a few years later the 
father of LJP% came alone to America. 


He was employed as a wine transport worker in New York City, and 
‘made fairly good wages, Not long after his wife joined him in New Vorkj 
howevery he was in an accident whereby his right leg was crushed by a 
barrel. He was never able to do strenuous work egeta, <i1<. 


Heneesorth the support of the family rested on the mother ,who was 
aided by relatives, There are four sons and one daughter in the family, 
all of whome have been working ever since they were able, The father, 
whose right let is three inches shorter than his left, has found occasion- 
al employment as a gardener, . 


"We always work, we keep on work when depression come,-we get not 
so mch,4’*It is obvious from.L,P's English that Italisn is spoken at 
home, Also, he works es a produce salesman in a vegetable market, where 
his fellow¥workers use Italian considerably, . 


bE. steima to have spent two years at Sante Clera, withdrawing due . 
to the illness of his mother, His Gnglish would not appear to be suffi- 
cient to master college work, but he surely is "collegiate" in a social 
way. He is out every night, after a long day of work, to dances, shows, 
parties etc, At present he is engaged to an Italien girl} but this 

does not hamper his social activities, he declares boastfully. 
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tJ a { I ama Swiss Italian and have been in this country for 350 years ‘ged 


' I spesk 5 different languages. While I was home I worked at home at ¢ 


mes 
anything. My home life was 0.K. with plenty of hard work. 1 worked in 


hotels» aiomwesneres Since I have been in this country I have followed 
the restaurant business as much as possible saved my money and firally 
got je te resturant. My last place was in Fairfax. I eae plenty of 
money to retire but lost it all in stock. I am now doing the same thing 
that I did when I first came here, am willing to do anything else so that 
I can make better wages, although I am broke and still happy. No use to 
Kuisie as long as I can eat and have my wine. I am alone, and have no 
one to depend on me. Am having 4 good time so what's the difference. I 


am now 55 years old and when I go I am satisified. ' 
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ITALIAN 


—~"> [he truck driver brought us to the big house off iiission 
Street where the old matriarch rules her many offsprings. It 
Was a cold, fogey Sunday morning and the family had been back 
from Mass avery short time. We entered the large kitchen, where 
a shining coal stove glowed. A large kettle of red wine was 
warming, set far back on the stove. Coffee was simering. A 
heaping plate of fresh doughnuts in the warming oven. 

Across the far side of the kitchen stretched a long wooden 
table. The top boards were scoured to a shining brightness. 
Wooden benehes were drawn up on either side of the table. 

At one end sat the old matriarch in an easy chair. Her eyes 
were Tet piuk as she watched her children and her grandchildren. 

Breakfast finished, she told us about herself. 

My father had to leave Italy quickly. He was in some kind 
ef political trouble. We went aboard a boat at Marseilles, France. 
The boat went around the Horn at the end of South america and 
after many stops, she finaly came into San Francisco. 

My brother Augustus was born on the boat so there were 
three children when we came into the Bay. 

Father put us in a house owned by a fellowcountryman for 
a time, then we moved out to a small farm near Colma, which 
father had bought. 

Father planted the farm to truck garden. Mother and we 
three children worked in the garden withhhim. At times we would 
snare quail which were ater plentiful then, and we would gather 

mushrooms on the hills after nae rains. 

Father bought more farms, Soon he had many countrymen 
working» 


One mam I liked very much. When I was fifteen we were 
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parried, The next year my first son was born. By the time of 
the great fire five sons and three deughtera had been born. 
Two sons and one daughter we buried before they were a year old. 

The day of the great fire father, mother and my husband 
had gone into San Francisco. We heard about the fire and.I was 
worried, The children and I went up on the hill back of the 
house and watched the flames in the city. 

Father, mother and my husband died that day. I put my 
erief aside and took charge of the many farms. 

Her fine old eyes swept over her daughters and daughter= 
in-laws clustered about the table. All dressed in plain black 
Sack like dresses. No make up. Their hair uncut. The men were 
the only ones smoking. 

No. Her sons nor her sons-in-law had gone to the war. 

The truck driver had been called by the draft board but had 
been exeused, there was something wrong with his stomach. 

Yes. They had ali lost heavily in Bank of Italy stock. 
The son, who has the shade Shop was sick for a long time afters 

Yes. The son, who became a dentist was in the hospital 
for a long time. He was hit by a hiterun driver and had his 
legs broken and received a brain injury. Yes. They had all 
helped to pay St. Lukes Hospital. No. If we had sent him to 
the San Franeisco Hospital it would havebbeen taking charity. 

The truck driver took us to his home. It was the top flat 
ef a three story store and flat building facing Mission Street. 
The flat was beautifully furnished in contrast to the home of the 
mother. 

The truck driver told us his mother owned the four flat 
buildings which face Mission Street and the three large houses 
on the side street. Her sons and daughters with their families 
live in these buildings. 
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Frank Kern (1) 


Mrs. X. was born October 23, 1867, in Lorsica, a town 
of which her father was Mayor. lLorsica lies in the Northern 
mountainous part of Italy. It is a small town, a few miles 
inland from Chiavori, which lies on the Gulf of Genoa. They 
lived part of the time in Chiavori, as her father was engaged 
in ‘the Site Industry there. There home life and surrondings 
were that of a very pleasant nature, until she reached the age 
of five years when her mother passed away, leaving her, her 
three sisters, and two brothers. Later her futher remarried, 
and their stepmother was very good to them. At the age of 
six years she started school in Lorsica and was there two years. 
In 1875, at the age o8 eight years, her father decided to take 
a trip to America, and took her with him. They left their 
home in Lorsica by train and journeyed across France, going 
through Paris, and arriving at Le Havre the main sea port of 
France. There they embarked on a White Star Liner for New 
York. This had been a most thrilling trip to her up to this 
time, but on arriving in New York, she was more than thrill- 
ed at seeing such a large city. The trip from New York to 
San Francisco was far more interesting than she haé ever 
dreamed, because she found the people, their ways und customs 
so different from those in her country... After arriving in | 
San Francisco they went to West Point, Calaveras County, Calif£- 
ornia,-a Gold Mining town in the mountainous part of Central 


Bastern, California. They remainediin this town one year, and 
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Frank Kern 


in this time she attended an American school. At the age 
of nine years, her father and her returned to Italy by the 
way of New York, from there to Liverpool, London, and from 
there on to Le Havre, through France and back to their home 
in Lorsica. © On arriving home they were joyouSly welcomed 


by the rest of the family. For months after, while sitting 


by the fire, roasting chestnuts, they related to their friends 


and relations the wonderful thrill of seeing America, and 

of their experiences while there. She re-entered school for 
nine years. ‘Through the years the memory of America still 
lingered in the minds of.both her father and herself, and 

at the age of eighteen, her father closed his interes in the 
Silk Industry and left for America, this time taking the rest 
of the family too. They left Lorsica by train, taking the 
Same route, as before to Le Havre and there embarked on 

a French Liner the Simeon, a mach smaller and slower boat, 
which took them twelve days to reach New York. On arriving 
in New York they left for San Francisco on a tourist train 
on which they did their wwm cooking, washing and such. 

The train took them twelve days to reach San ¥rancisco, where 
they make their home. The father becan business by putting 


up a fruit store. Mrs. X. went to work as a dressmaker in 


a little Bhop in San Francisco. In 1886, She: became acquaint- 


ed with a man from her own home town und in 1889 they were 


married. Her husband was in¥ the Garbage business and was a 
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Frank Kern 


industrious worker. They saved their money and invested 
it in real estate and were getting along fine until April 
18, 1906, a most disastorious day, when almost all they 
possessed was destroyed by the earth quake and fire. That 
day they took their team and wagon in which they bundled 
their seven children, onewwhich was a babe in amms, and 
some personal belonginss, which they had saved, and took 
them to Oakland. . Their they werec@iven Shelter by the 
Western Athletic Club. After staying there six days they 
left for Redwood City wher Mrs. X. had two sisters living. 
They were theré three months before they returned to 

San Francisco. Although all was lost they did not give 


up hope, but sold some of their property and on what they 


had left they built a little cottage. Later on as things 
got better they built two three story houses. / 
They were all very happy in this present home life F 
but again sorrow came to Mrs. X. when her husband died 
leaving her with eight children. Although she $elt it 
deeply, she continued to run the property and is still 
living to this day also her eight children, five of which 
are happily married and three which are still living with 


hers 


. ) ee ae fer hte ee ee 


bereoy eh. bata, cation heat, borne + Na 


Youd ‘TEs ddticrs redkw. , web any tzotecele doa: 
‘2S fast, orth bie odes sizes otit, ww! boyardent eam pea ; 
© bolband yodt mofdew sof ftom. ” ‘bie cheat tiedd Xa08. oad wee 


: fey Ne, 
Bee , emee si aided » pew sold, aro  awebtiiie never athedt 
; rs sores ae aie 


Hoot tra , havea bad yord totnn 8 sinnated lenoateg ox 
OT oe, cheno pte Ceeht SR oy a 
est) ers vee ore! poiyste tetts ane obvedtdd ereieel 
meaty tt etetele owt bed +X 5 at + ecw catty bomber xoh del } 7 
of beatnter.yedt sxoted edtaom eetdi, éxekt otew yea 

pvin tow a6 teat teol ean ile ay ORLA |) Opedondag ‘awe 
vent Jen go bis titeqo' r¢. tiedd To emopmebigs 7! ui, ogo qo 
eniitdd 6a MO Tedeu + onudtoo eltoiit 2 : a Phad, godt tol bad o 
coauod Yrova sett bey $Lise gout, nett ou tog . i 

brit snot tieeetq elit al yooes. yrey Lbs ot ow Ted an. 
Gelb brudecd ted kogw..X. put od ona d wortoR RLBAS td | 

ti £02 one castondt la nor bLtie Jigio. dt tw, “ted ee 
flfte af bis Yoroe ets edt mut od bomrrtnoo ‘oan ore: 


hen ‘Annes eS ae ete eeaerdio) naive rs 


ict So. ovine’: ORO LEAS Rate Ted eke ab eit Ae int 


Sp oil a yaa 


aly fe ey ag eager 


22214 preala eae L. a te ce aan 


a aa wn, © have oe a aoaan co LeOZ Ay pe. eae 
e Y 
ag Acad A bees ae poset ome CHOKE <G Cpe f= ALOE ae 
oy eee te igre A oes WS ap ry 2. WA ar wh a hati CS Uke wee 
Al bays A21A Zz ae Ata oe BZ, Core lA Wee, i was / yi 
as Aer: autnreleed ee rts Bas Ade Ace Aan J akeiwd is: ae 


PPAR LA =" VWlare yaa, races 8 ay 5 0 aa ne jets eee. = 


gga e ris \ 3 


= ' ov ore co «fe 


the G pyait dep: a ¢ Big otgicy Poe wy techs (fe 
Gata ei ee we ete Ohuatenia ie ated gee fer es pi ila 


Ue ee Ag Dies ae fed Nida ritihe A oe SOT, Oe “ mk 
2 We Nel Lar eiapesty Ale ae P56 oS ee wv Pe pe, 
Z A 


ay ceps beara wAaAasd a real Abe oid neg ee? ate ub “a < 
Ore et (ween ari ade A arpepsee cei ad as iG es what we 


Aas 


nae ee 
ee eee es Os Es, Ratihand 
ok ae ru Aether mucha 


A IP fee Ta La 


Pane Wiese lie ox rere Sie ize at Qn ie. ag 
tL, a ea we es bial : ee Lo We 


Arnonght FE 
Af fi 3 ly . 
if 5 cortarty Oh Ayes el ee ae Yt 49 oy wed GF 7 owe 
Gf 5 } : /) 
ee: ae ae ak f, a4 Anke bray « cd ateches : oni cr4 og) helt, a 
fx WL Irie , MWe Aten tp as ihe, is 2 Ni 2~ a1. wre ting 
i j 


ee Ld i BU 5 shaw ated hata Oe 
E) SLA we > oe Cc. aA is yre ACatee QA Won vit 


ee did forrecs COE 7 OBS an bl ye Poe ae tae See 


i j 


' . ee ee oe Ri 

. bere “~ Es 

aS ae et oe ee So i ,s ba at oe ahd 
yj Ly! . ‘ : 4 F f a 


a . 
eee . ‘< 


aN — : "h, +51. rat ea NAR j SSS 


4 4 q pe 
¥ 
n* 
ss) N 4 * ’ my *3 4 Urey AS * . 
aa 1. aa} 4 
‘ ma 
. z ¢ ' ‘ dy weadurs A fy, ben dling + 
os 1 ‘ = , bo by 
. eG rom 
T he =" » 4 “ er Ys 3a { - Y SJ Sa 4% ‘ 
~ ™ ‘ 4 x 
‘ A . 
Pepa) ~ J a 
+? \ re ehh ‘ 
¢ si ee wa na\ Noatee 
* : % * ‘ peu, 
Net sere ra ie ak Sys Sh es CD gdhwetiy, esp at babi: 
ae ~~ a me " 
‘ nm % s 
\ " : x n as 
.« ee “a> Gere. a Fake O73 ie eee ae, 
a a yb see, 4 ‘,. +8 .* = M it J “ig 
: ‘ : hr q 
~ d : ~ ‘ Xe, : ¥ ‘, Lt Ne x» ‘ ho, eh < 
ae is ( ests yak | Mh See ae TEN. we is Vee 
\ 
‘, ‘ ‘ Lp. eee “ya > 34 b B Ae 8 rte Seka 
i rae s t 2 he 
a A S \ a5 & 39 ¥ ti sae ae 
7 5 iM ¥ & > Riss. ots 2 wk ‘i ry a Ash Pr ben Hed < 
} ei ‘ : wa : 
\ 2, ¥ y , 
= 7 - % x age 
_ "ours & a ‘ < vi, ty ‘ yi i. a 
1 > t: : 
\ a, ° 1 -_ 
‘ \ , i : 
. ~ %\ . x . + - ra _? 
a “ y +t = Ss a ’ y rh 2 A . <™ a a a 
a » we ‘ 
Y= fs, ”% 
S Sua d A mits es iS ny +‘ > ose ; i 
s : es ty Ae ee teil aie k. P28 = ite or 
Pe PAG i 4X ; C ‘ 2 ; it 
1 a_i 4 in F : 7 a ¢ 
3 s9 : . a ‘ L* ; ae ase 
z A -* v .> ’ ~oe e we Se NS at -ad - $i .744 a ( ‘ . 
i rus vw , S Le. " ~ 


5. yor . %- Betis dey Dee Tet 25 aa 

: ; ‘ % 4 F . 
wee ic) ge , *< os a. a ee 
a Whee. SR. i Naas eee ee we RO aa et a) I a ae 


: se i. : etn A 
: 7 © — ~ Sy - f eis ' 
a wt 2° > hab ie vy LiFe 520, rs yoy ew, ieee SON = 
3 s ~ S i. re 

Rg Ar “ % 7 ia =i 6 re 4 
She Ths prey me Bl Ty > y ase at acne aie 1 


AS ; : - V } 


: ; : ; i Fey) ole 

a ro a \ x ae Ps ots \ yr a ‘et ; oh BD 
*). %, 

WW eho. | Rie at sb. oo on Spas * 


=" sae at ae Axe 


: , ts 0 ft Ty YW De Ta, : a 
8 ey ie Sales, ie Po eo hee 


on eh Z 4 Ci ( j 8 ( bs a “sh ree bu : 
AG 9" if 4 hie Ob bakit > a hat / Ny LIME h 7 
RO alll v 


G. CG. was born in South Chicago 235 years ago of Italian 

parents. He finished public school and went to work as an auto 
mechanic. From his school days he became associated with a gang 

of boys of his section. As the years past this gang developed 
from stealing tires and automobiles into bigger robberies. They 
began to rob freight cars of cigarettes and tobacco, About 

five years ago he and his brother and three other boys, one a 
cousin, robbed a Chicago freight yard of a considerable quantity 

of cigarettes. They sold these through a fence. He and his 
brother were suspected, arrested, tried and convicted. For this he 
served six months. About four months after his release on parole . 
although he was employed as a mechanic in a garage at night another 
robbery took place; again it was cigarettes, This time as the un- 
loading was preceeding some railroad police opened fire and 
wounded his brother in the leg, in the battle one cop was killed. 
The car that was used in the robbery was G. C.'s car as was 

found by the license. Police arrested him but due to his: being 
employed at the time of the robbery, he had an alibi. He left 

for the west at once, coming first to Los Angeles where he 

became acquainted and married. In this robbery his brother 

being shot in the leg he went to Detroit to a private doctor. 

The police checking up on this arrested tried and convicted him 

and sentenced him for six years. 


Ever since that time the police have been looking for G. C. Three 
years ago he came to Qakland and secured work on a dredger in the 
bay. He worked steady and was a model husband and lived as a good 
citizen should live. His wife and friends here knew nothing of 
his past but the police finally traced him to Los Angeles; his 
friends there directed them to Oakland not knowing of his trouble 
and he was arrested while working. He claimed he was not guilty. 
He is a well built, good-looking, intelligent, young man and the 
type that has great possibilities as he has a sincere and 

pleasant personality. ‘Some of his relatives ere revolutionary 

and his early criminal career was undoubtedly due to his 

ignorance of economic conditions and to ghe influence of the gang. 
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_ In every life there we always some very small hapoenings--seemingly 
Chef oS 
i’ 
of no consequence st the time, that, looked back upon ig seen to have been 
) ew 
the turning point, the road sign of destiny. So it was with Gine-Sali who 


ae ge San Francisco from Rome, Italy in 1904, at the age of twenty, three. 
In Bike case be AS SS small happening was a telegraph pole, with tar 
th AP 


sround the base. pu Seif leaned egermst and blackened his coak If it 
dw 
hadn't been for that pole Sour might have still been a person of considerable 


means todaye 
. 


“gerd was alone in the world when he came to America. He had a good 


yne what was more important, 


he had money. How much he wouldn't say but he head money. His easy cir~ 
3 


education yet speak the English language well 


cumstances at the time made him scnewhat snobblish and though he lived with 
his own people he did not mix and made few friends. He is the one man I 
have interviewed that know something about America before he came here. 
There was no taking the stories of ro or iat es aceoun ts of whet 


Italians were doing in America for Sette He got aes ‘ook, “he-soula upen= 


America and studied them. He learned about the cities, their populations, 


climate, indstries, in short he tried to find out which city in 
America would offer him the greater advantages. At first he thought he would 
go directly to New Orleans, but finally he decided to go to San Francisco. 
Then he studied San Francisco like an army general studies a city he is 
preparing to capture. Before PON came here he knew every street in the town | 
what were the leading industries how high were the biggest buildings who was 
oe of the time. The man's aptitude for the smallest detail in anything 
and everything is amazing and for any historian who wishes inside facts of 
San Francisco for the year 190& I would refer him to Gimo-Gert. 


It would seem that a man who made such thorough preparations before 


coming to San Francisco would be 2 success when he reached here. This was 
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: true of Sabi. He rented a room and sat himself down and studied the 
opportunities of the city st first hand. He liked the place very well ) 
he liked the people the climate, but he had no time or eye for these things. 
He wished to invest his money in business that would bring him an incomée 
Though at present the harships of the last few years have turned him into 
@ congenial tolerant sort of a fellow in those early days he must have been 
cold blooded as s fish. In slightly different words I stated this fact to 
him and he readily agreed. He was out to make money and money he would make 
and he dide 

He began by studying little businesses, not only those owned by his 
countrymen but also the ones with American proprietors. He took his time 
he waited. His Soetiay size up a business that was on its last legs, but 
could be made to pay with a little investment amounted almost to geniuse 
One thing he insisted on was a business that had been in existence in SF. 
for many years. He bought names. Was there a popular barber shop struggling 
along, sali got a half interest. Was there a well known cigar store about 
to go out seli got a little money and kept it going. But there was none of 
the slip-shod methods financially £85 that I have noted in other Italian 
investors. geli-hea 8 hard pereas and ‘whe tever business he put his money , 
into he tied that business up, the way vould do him the most good. By the 
time he was here two years he was a partner in businesses that had existed 
in San Francisco for many many years. Barber shops, cigar stands, shoes shine 
parlors, were partly his and he owned a saloon outright. Then came the 
earthquake and fire and most of his businesses were wiped out. sali seized 
upon this as an opportunity to squeeze his partners out. They didn't have 
the money to start in again but he did. So as fast as the city was rebuilt 


én ie 
Seiits business were reapened under the old names San Francisco knew welle 


is 
Pee 


Though his name wasn't on them Saki owned them \he had no partners. The 

S ke 
fact that twenty three years later Setr’s creditors did the same thing to 
him squeezed him out of business gives the impression that fate evens things 


up somewhate 
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In 1918 he sold out all his saloons, barber shops and cigar stores 
and invested in two main businesses or perhaps they could be called one. 
One business was a wholesale fruit and vegetable house in the commission 
district-the other a retail store in North Beach. It was sali's plan to 
buy in small retaidi stores and use his wholesale house as a supply depot. 
This he did and the money he desired came in easily. In 1920, he was 


(thirty ninethna ‘worth a hundred ana fifty thousand dollars. It was during 


ee 


1920 he married. Four years later his wife left him. In the divorce, which 
she won, she nicked him for fifty thousand. Though he is broke now she 
still hails him into court now and then to see if she can get more money 
from nim. |)/In 1924 he began to buy stocks. The ease with which he made 
money buying and selling stocks caused his passion for details and 
prepsredeness to desert him and soon he was gambling wildly and losing 
heavily. In 1929 his business was mortgaged heavily. He decided to sell. 
fo his good’ fortune he found a buyer who agreed to give him twelve thousand 
dollars over and above the mortgage. Sali eagerly agreed and a meeting 

was arranged in an attorney's office where all the necessary papers were 


to be signed and sealed. But on the corner of Kearny end Pine--the starting 


Pe 
point of the "girl with the Blue Velvet Band", Sabi stopped to light a cigar- 


| 
H 


and leaned up against the telephone pole fate had tarred or painted just 

for him. His gray suit was ruined so he hurried back home to change. ‘Then 
he reached the attorney's office the buyer had departed but had made an 
appointment to meet Sait and Bien the papers the second day following. 

But next days the skies fell, Warr eee crashed stocks plunged to nowhere. 
The next day the buyer met sali put he did not buy. He told Sali he had 

no money now he still owned stocks but they were worthless Neatihgaenastes sell 
them on 9 market that hsd dropped out of sight. after that Seri! s creditors 
closed in on him quickly very quickly. Wheri I met Sali he was swinging a 


pick alongside me in the 700 gang out at Lake Merced. He didn't say much 
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but from his general manner it was plain he had been used to better 
_ things. But as the days went on he began to thaw out and soon he was 
‘the most garrulous fellow in the gang. Everyone out there heard his 


story and he always carried papers and old bank bowks to prove it. But 


fst’ 


wheat is so dead 8s an old Gace: that shows money once owned and now 
flown? At present gate is washing windows and managing to live. ‘When 
I went to see him the other day he talked for ah hour of his great plans 
for the future. But I don't know,he’s fifty three now and a bit used up. 
But he proved to me he still has a passion for details. Through all the 
years he was building up a fortune he can see but one thing that made him 


lose it. It was that telephone pole. 
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2 ane matertal for this report was secured from a young man, aged 
»  \ 62; who spends part of his time on a street corner hawking 
Communist literature to a mostly unresponsive public. Up to 
a Gertain point Mr. Peterf{christened Pietrdy C. was quite 
candid, ) 


He was born in Rome in 1903. When he was three years old, his 
family emigrated to New York City where they lived for four 
years. His father was an ordinary laborer and applied for any 
kind of manual labor that was available. He dug ditches, 
carried cargo, hauled dirt, peddled junk, shifted boxes in ware- 
houses, laid ties on the railroad. The family lived successively 
in New York, Newark, Cincinnati, Kansas City, Los Angeles, and, 
finally, in and around “an Francisco: As might be expected, 
Peterts education was secured in snatches. He graduated, at 
last, from an Oakland High School at the age of twenty-one. 

He took the general course, but having artistic inclinations, 

he spent much of his attention on the art courses, 


Upon graduation, he secured work with a small printer and made 
a good many of his advertising designs. At the age of twenty~ 
three, Peter C. married a girl still in high school. They had | 
a boy born to them a year later. Leaving the printer, Mr. G. 

got a good job with a large department store, assisting in the / 
window decorating. As times grew worse, Mr. C. was forced to | 
accept one wage-cut after another, At last in 1952 he was 
trying to live on a salary of $14 per week; he was released 
altogehter from this work, 


Mr. C. tried in vain to get work of any kind, and ended by 
getting a loan on his car with which to finance a selling 
venture. A married sister assisted him with an additional 
small loan... For a period of six mohths Mr. C. devoted himself 
unstintedly to his little selling dusiness, hoping it would | 
ultimately emerge as a business giving him a measure of economic q 
security. The times, however, were not favorable to young 

enterprises set afloat by men with limited finances, With the 
failure of the venture and the loss of his car, the health of 

Mre ©. broke down. Some two months later, he was able to get 

out of bed and found himself penniless. The charitable assistance 

of friends and relatives was also by now pretty well exhausted. 

He went on relief, moving into cheaper quarters. After a year f 
of living on relief, his wife became impatient with its hard- ; 
ships and went to live with a brother working in Los Angeles, 
She took the little boy with her. 


When her departure was discovered by the charity officials 
Mr. ©. was denied further relief. He was, instead, advised 
to apply to the centers where single men were given food and . if 
flop. This advice, perforee, he followed although it was 
extremely distasteful. Occasionally he was given a meal or 
two and a decent night's lodging by his sister. These favors 
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are at the present time denied him. She could well afford to 
grant them, but she is offended by Mr. C.'!s political views, 
It seems that his sister and her husband are warm admirers 

of Mussolini. Mr. C. himself was a Mussolini. admirer up to 

a short while ago. 


"Phat was before I knew anything," he said, 


In reply to a question he next answered calmly, "What did I 
learn? Why, I learned about Commnism. Where? You'd never 
believe it, by God? Down at that filthy flop house where I 
got some beautiful garbage to eat." 


He then pulled out a slightly worn booklet, with a red card- 
board cover on which the words "Why Communism? appeared prom- 
inently. He offered tt to me with the words, "Here, read this. 
If it doesn't make a Communist out of you, I'1l stake you to 

a dinner at the flophouse.” 


When the offer was politely turned down, Mr. C. looked scornful 
and I heard him mutter, "Frustrated Intellectual!" to himself. 


Then withdrawing into a shell of silence, he refused to 
answer another question. 
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Born in Ttaly 48 years ago. He had four years “7 o¢/ 
ELS hen worked for his father on a 

farm. At 15 he came to this country and worked 

as an apprentice in the mines of Pennsylvania, 

After remaining there six years he decided to 

come to California. He secured work in Oakland 

in a macaroni factory and gradually saved 

enough money to buy into the business, 


‘Later he secured full control of the business 
and has been operating the same ever since. 


His financial condition since 1929 has been 
practically the same, 


He has had no time for outside study and is 
not interested in mechanics or the arts, 
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Born in Italy 50 years ago. He had no schooling 
there, As soon as he was able. to worked for his 
father on his farm until he set out for America, 
at the age of 16 years, 

He came directly to Oakland and secured work 
here as a track worker, He remained with 

them up until 1931. Since that time he has 

had to work at odd jobs, 


He is married and the father of seven children, 
He-has-no-mechanical.or-musical.ability. 


_ At present his oldest son is supporting him. 


He came to America with the hopes of bettering 
his condition, 
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Born in Italy 55 years ago. He had no schooling 
at all,.:Bmt came here at the age of 18 years. 
He worked as a laborer for a while in Massa- 
chusetts and then came to California, Since 
coming here he has worked for the Oakland 

City Street Department. 


He is still employed by them and owns his 
own home and several other pieces of property. 
He has not' been affected by the depression, 
except for a slight cut in wages. 


He has no mechanical or musical ability, neither 
has attended any schools in this country. 


His father was a small farmer in Italy, 
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GS. is an Italian-born poh ie of thirty- 

two, employed at the Heinz Company. She was born 
in Pavia where her father was a laborer on a 

fruit farm. When she was brought to this country 
at the age of ten, she was accompanied by a step- 
mother for her mother had died three or four 

years previously. Her step-mother was an ambitious 
woman and encouraged her father to make an new 
venture in America, 


He came to Fresno where the brother of G. S.'s 
step-mother had taken a mortgage on a small 
fruit farm. G. S.'s father worked on a share 
basis and was able to buy his own farm(mortes 
gaged) in 1921. Black grapes were the chief 
Crope 


In Fresno G. S. finished high school; worked 
a year or two at various farm tasks, berry pick- 
ing, ete. In 1922 she married, a young farm, 
hand, also an Italian, 


In 1925, with one child, a boy, they moved to 
San Jose where G. S.'s husband worked at the 
Banon~Gray Packing Company. He has found it 
very difficult to get work since 1931. A 
friend of G. S.,working at the Heinz plant 
secured G. S. her job in that year. Her wages 
are the only support of the family. She 
denies getting relief for the family of five, 
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John was born 43 years ago in Velletri, Italy, 


. by a Corsican mother and an Italian father from 
‘Naples. Hs father was a cobbler in the city of 


Velletri. When John was Bour years old his 
father died of old age at the age of 72 or 75 amd 
John was sent to live with his father's youngest 
brother, also a cobbler, north, on the seacoast, 
in the city of Civitavecchia, Italy. 


The two next older children were sent to another 
uncle, the mother went to Rome to live with her 
oldest son, and so the family was dissolved, 

John never saw his mother again--she sent him 
a crucifix’silver when he was 12 which he wears 
to this day. She died after that. 


When John was about 16 he took to the sea--short 
trips around to Venice at first on passenger 
boats--later freights all over the world. 

During the was he worked on boats carrying 
munitions from United States to France, 


After the war he decided to "dry up" quit the 

sea and come to New York. He didn't marry until 
he came to San Francisco in 1925 to work on the 
docks. 


For the last three years he has been working at 
the pareffines in the linoleum department at a 
press machine. He doesn't like the work and 
wants to go back to the sea but his wife won't 
let him. 


Although he still wears the crucifix his mother 
gave him he is not religious "God's for the 
priests." He speaks Italian, Portugues; Spanish, 
French and English, but cannot read any of them 
well, 


gohn doesn't care what Mussollini "thinks" or 
does" or about the "world"---the"sea is the best." 
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Le. S. is a man of 36 years, American-born, of 
Genoese parentage. He is unmarried, having been 
divorced nine years ago. He has only been in 
Oakland a little over a year. Previously, he 
had been living in Ohio. He worked for years 
there as a miner and later as a "colciminer" 

(a skilled position which consists of super- 
vising the reducing of the gypsum rock to liquid 
form.) He received a good salary($250 per month) 
but saved nothing. 


The last few winters he spent in the East(Gypsum, 
Ohio), the mills were closed entirely and in the 
summer months operated at a reduced rate and very 
irregularly. This was due to the slump in build- 
ing and consequent decline in use of gypsum pro- 
ducts. Scarcely ezrning enough to support him- 
self, L. S. arranged to "transfer" his employment 
from his company's (United-States.-Gypsum Company) 
Ohio mills to Victorville, California. The trans- 
fer did not go through, however, 


This was not a great disappointment to him as 

he had been warned that it was doubtful if an 
opening could be made for him at Victorville. 
Since August, 1955, when he was turned away at 
the Victorville plant he has been working in Oak- 
land for a brother who runs an Auto Park. He is 
eager to return to his former trade at which is 
conversation leads one to think him proficient, 


He knows hardly anything of his parents! back- 
ground. They are still living, however, on a 
"Company" sugar beet farm in Curtice, Ohio, 
near Toledo, 


ay 40 peor thy water 8 
Ha satvad hata darion 23 0 aac +R 
at soed¢ Lad ase al 140398 B46 
On. eagdeny t Besos SH 
wT8OT pert i ah ,oRdH 
“sanbahokod® 9 ae wadal" eta YB 
WEST NS) Tove tst sno to fete note wog Net f£ 
pape od oct Siege One kaa % Ws seth edt, 
‘{risaom “eq Ore) eae hoop : eh + 


‘ é 


» 


ot ME bas vlotbite Deesls eter mleka er it CORO 
Btu bus ote beowhet a 38 ieee wagititon PeUMUTR ‘i 
~Hitud ef amet eae OF ond nid eit Hirst wgerst « 
EARL MET Lo” ead Gs uthcneapeh te SmeXDevHod baw ah 
i i¢ inrrome ee Loornen - setoub:. 
J MOM NOS yo eg 2enwT: i OF HegQirayrs | Gr tke ethee: 
isn Aiea ed eet ada edited) @ ly oer ‘pikst moet thy 
Kae: PeeTEL Bo LL ivsroato, cys add kar ‘OhAO 
. sovenod manos? hi ‘Jon BRD 03 


.ittag eo} Paas oid oe Aneae ent eee Seige wet tak ‘sae 


f 


in ee Ee PIED 


an hy Ah nS 


noe) tyre enh ad eta by Pa a a. ae? Baw avert 


+ eo 9 8 y 
iy 


it Ieiteoub saw JL) dans pemraw reed bart ed 1), 


bal A 
’ 


ae | pee i 
ft; Ras ee ee 


» OL pvemre ky ta smi 102 abst ed BLeoo. Srtnsto aa 
da’ yew bedi? eon, of oonw OORT 5 Rate ER PONE: tony if) 
HBO etaesw ased earl edt drat! pliawmads olY eat: hy At tae 
in es OP ki aa GALL adiw tei oud a sat haet RRS 


bee cd pinta abe ey Baneech AceenR OL et RM OS MRR RE AER eth ay 
shop porsoad mie sur tery os ante sun fobtsersyan " 
your Vadheusa: Sieh Ta sti bid pon vite: mul avtwtt ‘on yi 
bh, Ie VerKes cai ty tt Lette. exe: cade peaereg, 
CORO | BOLARED Md ret Paes, bik UCI Sh 


Nh 4! i disass oF i aos a 


) Subject; Italian. 
The subject is male and was born in Avelino Italy. His parents 
were peasants but immigrated to this country when the boy wes eight 
years old. He lived in N.Y. and New Jersey until the age of 12. 
He graduated grammar school at the age of 12. At Newark New 
Jersey at the age of 13, in his first year of high school, he got into 
trouble and was booked as a juvehibe offender. 
He was sent to the Newark Parental School where he stayed a year 
and a half and learned the printing trade. He displayed remarkable 
brilliance in completing an entire high school education during this 
scant year and a half period. 
He went to work after that,working at various jobs in nanwkver nine 
plants, and as a machine hand, and as a timekeeper for about 3 years. 
He finally left the east and wandered through the country arriving 
in Calif. about 1925 at the age of 20. He went to work in the San Fran- 
cisco plant of the Otis Elevator Co where he worked for 6 months. 
Here in San Francisco he came in contact with different art and lit- 
erary groups and became interested in increasing his education. He there- 
fore stopped work and started studying taking extension division courses 
in Journalism and other English departments. : 
In 1929 he became interested in the labor movement and plunged com- 
pletely into this field. He has been an organizer and officer of indep. 
unions in the agricultural regions of the state ever since. He is now 
an organizer for the American Federation of Labor in the San Juaquin valley , 


(and is valued by the group as one of their most intelligent men ) oe 
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Case.iS-An Italian Beotbilack 


Tony was born in Salerno, in the southern part of 
Italy. His family Were of peasant stock and owned a 
small lemon grove from wiih they made their lt&ving. 
He remembers how they lived in a low house right 
under the trees so as not to waste any land which 
might be used to grow trees. When he was fourteen 
his family sent him to the United States to help 

his uncle, who was a barber in New York. This uncle 
had sent his brother a picture in whtch the uncle had 
appeared so well dressed that they felt that at least 
one of their six sons should have a similar opportunity. 


Tony had a very hard time when he first arrived in New 
York. He did not seem to catch on the language and 
he was too shaky to be a barber. He patted-around: / 
with the negro bootblack in the shop and picked up 

his trade. His uncle finally made it clear that he did 
not want him around any more so Tony set out on the 
rails. He came west, fooled around 'Frisco for a while 
and thenfell in with a guy who got hima job asa 
shiner on the Ferry Boats. He has to pay $15 a month 
for his concession and he is lucky if he makes $15 

a week, The company makes him charge 15¢ a shine and 
"people don't take to it much. "xP Tony is thirty years 
old and is still single. He lives in a small boarding 
house in San Francisco, and loves to spend his free 
time playing cards. Tony speaks a very broken English 
and would rather not make the effort to talk about most 
things, but there is one topic upon which he is always 
ready to talk--radip--and the strikdes that Italians 
have made in this field. And he says when asked what 
he thinks would make this country better: "Whena de 
radio she is Wooda den the people hear em, 
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Case 14-An Italian. Wine Dealer 

Ai 4 7 

Ae was born on the shores of the Laga Maggiore 

in northern Italy. He is fifty-two years old and yet 
he still remembers vividly his first trip to America 
with his father when he was only four. His father was 
also a wine merchant and had come to America to sell 
his wares, Two years later they returned to Italy, this 


was in 1894, o@8 Morente, an only son, was educated by 


Italian, French and English tutors. He went into the 
trade and after his father's death in 1902 he took over 
the business, During the next ten years he made three 
trips to the United States, and then he brought his 
_wife and young son to New York to set up their home. 
He still keeps his father's place on the Laga Maggiore 
and returns there whenever he can. When I asked him 
if he had ever taken out citizenship papers his answer 
was confused so we dropped the subject. He is spending 
the winter in California because it is good for ‘invalid 
son's health. He says his income is only about $5000 
a year now as times are very hard. The wine business 
was much better here three or four years ago. In spite 
of his income he lives on rather a high scale and 
spends money very freely. I know that he is paying 
#250 for rent alone--that is per month, 


+ He feels that "in America there is no real freedom-- 


everyone is so tense--they do not soften--they do not 
live." He is an afdent admirer of Mussolini and feels 
that " he has done a great thing for Italy. In the 
first place he has saved them from Communism which 
they almost got." "You wait," he says, "America 

will find a Mussolini some day." 
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Subject...Italian 


He was born im lower Messina. . His father was a des- 
cendent of a fairly noted scholarly family, and although 
only fairly well educated himself he desired a good 


education for his sons. A history of the father in more 


detail can be foumd in one of the preceding sheets. 


He graduated from High School and then went to Penn. 
University taking a prem@dical course. He graduated from 
Penn U. and from Medical School. After graduation he went 
to the university in Bologna and continued his Biological 
research. After a few years he went to the University 
of Paris and spentitwo vesne studying there. 

After his stay abroad he returned io his fathers old 
home. Though he had received several scholarships and 
fellowships he always received some allowance from his 
father. On his retum his father inquired when he was 
going to hang out his shingle and start practicing Medicine. |, 
Although being considerable indebted to his dad for his | 
educatiion, he felt ebliged to tell him that he did not 
expect to practice that phase of the protfession. His father 
though dissappointed has never mentioned it again. 

Shortly after his arrival he received a research 
fellowship at Penn. U and did considerable regearch work 
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eS a : “pwbteniettaTion 2 
a. This man was born in 1889 in eriyhove in southern 


“Italy. He lived there until after the World Wan, working on his 
father's“arm where they grew citrus fruits. The climate was pleas- 
ant and the living conditions were in general good, though there 
were”’few difficult financial periods. 


He married in Italy at the age of 20 and now has six children, 
some Italian and some American-born, 


Having relatives in the United States and being urged by them 
to try his fortune there, he left Italy and landed in New York where 
he worked in the fruit business for friends. Later, he worked for 
himself, having acquired a business of his own with the aid. of 
financial help from relatives. 


After about six years in New York he was induced to go to San 
Francisco by the offer of a job in one of his relatives wholesale 
fruit business which he accepted. He worked at this job for a few 
years and decided to open a business for himself and did so with 
money he saved and a little aid from his relative-—employer, the 
business being a retail fruit market. He continued at this for 
a few years until the depression, when his relative who had been 
his former employer became insolvent and was forced out of bus- 
iness. He had been receiving aid from him and because of this aid 
had undertaken an enterprise involving a large overhead which was 


fixed for a considerable period in the future. Unable to meet the 


overhead and unable to make as profitable purchases of fruit as 
before, due to his former employer relative being out of business, 
he was forced to close out, saving enough to start in a very small 
market. He is now so engaged and is making a fair living. 


He says he hasn't run into any open racial prejudice against 


him, but at times, he believed, only good manners restrained such 


outward show. 


He says he would like to go back to Italy Pcyror nothing 
else than the trip to see his relatives and his homeland, of 
which he has fond recollections. 
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j Limon is a man about (45/,short and stout ,and quite marrige 


Italian 


t 
typical Italian peasa } I happened bof moet him in OaWland when 
Il was buying cheese, a starting the conversation in Italian 
he was jnterested in finding someone who could speak his lan- 
guage,#so I found out that he had known my family years ago and 
was one our best friends until we lostntrack of him. To please 
him and show him that I sincerely appre rae his hospitality, 
I had to spend an enthre day in his homé in os ee ae 
the owner of # edow Cheese factory and does practically 
all of his trading in San Francisco and Oakland. 


Rida been in the United States now tor (29 ears and he 


certainly has experienced many ups and downs. ifteen years 
ago he was living in Michigan$ worked as a l@borer3 was in- 
ye eeres with a beautiful Italian girl, also an immigrant}; and 

6 married herg But it was an unhappy nnion because three 
years after their marr Lage they quarreledjawed his in-laws 
(wAg 211 against himté was forced to leave his wife and bghy 
girl. He came to California with his two younger brothersf both 
are.now married to American girls and getting along ring. # 


Crerpagon’ started earning his living by working in bakeries and 


finally in a cheese factory in Oakland 


After three years of beating around, he learned the cheese 
business and built his own factory TS et 
been—since. The idea of the town being’’a cattle country 
appealed to him. He and his brothers worked together and got 
along fine;they were able to rake in a good amount of money. 
Four years later, [allie sent for his father and mother from 
Catanigetta, Sitily. The mother has been a great help to Law 
because she has teen keeping house for him, but the father has 
done nothing but complain since he arrived. He prefers the goats 
and hills in Sicily,éndé_curses the day his curiosity to see 

the United States got the better of him because he could at this 
moment be enjoying himself among his gosts. The arguments father 
and son get into,about which is the better lace, are very inter- 
esting. I managed to get them We fea ie chat day. The 
father who is now in his nineties reasoned like a child} it is 
pure sentiment with himshe < pee to keep him busy so he's 
bored and even the hills in can't appeal to him 

because they are not beautiful. lLegt's argument is that it is 
easier to earn a living here and even though he has lost thou- 
sands of dollars in his business because of the depression he 
would still rather go hungry here than in Sicily. He thinks 

that the poor man has a fairer chance of living in the United 
States. His father had been so used to the feudalistic method 

of living that it didn't phase him in the least » Me lacked 

the ambition that his son has had so their ppinions clash. To 
pacify him Digi bought hima goat and now that is the pride 

of his life tecause he takes it out walking into the hills 
and even through the town and takes care of the pet better than 


3 


J he would of a) child. 
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pictures we have seen of the Italian peasant are immediately 
recalled, because he looks ke CWA i ; 

is anova woman about , short and very stout. ace is 
a mass of wrinkles, hér skirts are very full and of homespun 
heavy material. She does not think.as badly of our country 
as does her husband: but the lack of religion in the young 
pefople hurts her terribly. 


She is very religious. She showed me all the holy pictures 
and scapulars hanging on the wall behind her bed and she had 
almost as many. hanging around her neck. She talked to me of 
the religious festivities and processions in her home town and 
of the gay times in their humble, but happy stone cottage. 


OGM bas never seen his wife and daughter since he left them 

in Michigan. He has been trying hard to have his daughter 
- eome to live here with him because h&s wife has remarried and 
the child lives with the grandparents, but he says that the 
entire family on the wife's side has poisoned her mind against 
 himand she refuses to even come to visit him. That is his 
one big sorrow otherwise he says he would be perfectly happy 
in spite of the hard knocks he gets from his business and the 

f constant complaints from his father. 


Even though the three rooms adjoining the factory were not 
ee: 28 elean and neat as they might be, the hospitality extended 
Dae.) yey “tte se people is something not to forget. 
As ig usual with old women, before I left she gave me the 
Pi) (i padvice: sire thought necessary to a young girl and she said she 
ie wes glad to see that 1 was not wild and still had some sense 
ih eenenor be ehe ih Ss ivery firmly against the liberal upbringing of 

. _  Amertean girls. We are no longer sweeta and coy’and that surely 
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It was a11 right to be the only Italians living in 
that block oF MRA co etine because they didn't have a 


car she said“and it was close to her husband's work in 
the Pe feeding, 


He wasn't working today and was supposed to be 
back on the next car or so from down in Oakland where 
he had taken the two kids to a show and wouldn't say 
down there and get drunk like he sometime did because 
he had taken the two kids with him to a show and she 
had wanted to go too because the movies and radio were 
her great comfort but she had to stay home and make her 
fruitcakes for Christmas and you could smell the good 
suiell of fruitcake being made and see something like 
fruitcake sticking between the teeth of her cheap 
flalse-teeth but he had to take the kids to the show 
because they!d been &00d all week and chopped down the 
Old walnut tree in the backyard and worked it up into 
firewood all themselves and they were only youngsters. 
It was a shame something had killed the old walnut 
tree because she had always got more nuts off it-‘than 
she could use all herself but anyway it always seemed 
to keep the house filled with ants. 


— 


And her husban 1¢ said, was born in San JOS6, 
California, and was -two years old and had worked 
at Peet's for fifteen years and made four dollars a day 
as a checker in the shipping department down there and 
sometimes he worked five days a week and sometimes only 
three and they all went to the Protestant church often 
and that she loved the movies ana radio because they 
were her great comfort and that he would be back pretty 
soon on the next car or go, 
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R.A. is an Italian, 53 years of age, born in Pessione (Samine~ 
suburb), came to America at the age of thirty-one. In ftaly, one ' 
of a large family, he wrked as a farm hand and later in a Taeimo Ji/tti 
bottling factory. Once arrived in America with practically no mon-~ 
ey, he proceeded directly to San Jose where he secured a job through 
the intercessions of an older brother as a "sharefarmer'--that is, 
working a small fruit farm on shares with the owner. He did none 
two well but a year later was able to send for his wife in Ibaly 
who came with two children. 


With the sale of the large farm by his employer, R,A. was left 
jobless in 1916 when he came to San Francisco where he first worked 
in a wholesale produce company. He has worked ever since in this 
line either wholesale or in a vegetable market. He now is in the 
employ of a large George St, feulte an egetable stand where he 
receives $22.00 per week. ThYs wage must support a family of six. 
He lives i howe-with another family in Oakland and commutes to 
his work. ‘Italian is spoken almost exclusively in the home and his 
English is very bad. He Has been working 11 or 12 hours a day ‘and 
longer on Saturdays, ahd thus with the time spent in Moming to and 
fro to work, it is obvious he has little leisure, H¢ seems @r- 
fectly contented, however, and unprotesting as is shown by his in- 
difference to the fact that this week his employer was ordered to 
meet NRA hours requirements, He is an industrious "siave" on the 
job and seems to have little outside interest. 
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Fais.meanm an emigrant from the town of Becgunant situated in 


northern Italy and of about fifty thousand inhabitants, He 

is very well educated speaking both English and French, His 
father was a well to do farmer and manufactured a certain kind 
of cheese peculiar to that province which was always in great 


demand. The Re sa a which there were Te ON ey were 


hy ce ead out in different professions, 
was apprenticed to a doctor of law but as it did not appeal to 
him yhe got in the Italian Consular Service as a subordinate 

clerk. pat Sent to war cey ey abouta year and a half, 

but had to resign on account of his health and returned t Italy. 
He had served his time in the Italian army with the Alpine troops , 
but was still in the reserve. He stayed in Rome,picking up 

odd clerical jobs, but nothing permanent. “atter living from 

hand to mouth for several months with his savings constantly 
diminishing ,he concluded to hunt pastures) ) new. ias undecided 
-whether to try ie Bs oF South america So decided to flip a 

coin and the coin said O56.) Had a great deal of trouble in 
getting permission to leave the country but through the efforts 

of friends in the diplomatic service he succeeded in getting the 
necessary passport. He never was a black shirt anddecidely 

not in favor of the present form of government, Wee eaten ceca 

to conceal the truth, otherwise he would (de >» some unknown 

Fe Pk as his brother is at present no one knows meres He says” 
“ba ise "ig" Gai rope ehough and he Sere hang himself, if some 
patriot addi+ shoot him in the meantime, Italy and all Europe 


is a seething solcanoand he looks for the eruption any day. 
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It was a fortunate circumstance for him when the coin flipped 


YS LAC ie 3 


said the U-S.\/6ame over second class arriving in Boston, the 


spring of last year, Xd not been in town a week before he had 
picked up a lucrative position with a Greek Importing and Ex- 
porting firm BTS salary was aS much again as he had ever earned 


before, and the prospects for the future are exceedingly bright. 
asic 


sent to this coast as representative of the Boston firm, 


and here he intends to stay)as this is the country of his dreams, 
/ Aor a - 
In the old country they lived very well; a ‘large seven room, 


f Ps 


| hous Sleaty 9 ont Yehe nad Sontoranay Emeneenecy one three 
servants to do the eta Lives: with a higher class Italian 
family ,who live wll oak waerre bate time tket he uses“trr 
stuagtt@@ American law, so that when he has received his final 


papers to citizenship he will be somebody in the Italian colony. 


7Bme unrest of the people in this country will settle down to 
common sense, and thexpeopie Will gradually get what is rightfully 
Af 
theirs Bus business is doomed in this country as well as Europe.’ 


Pan is not an agitator in any sense of the word, just a 
cool level headed Italian, StRaARGeufieSe 
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Vie dt aunt laen Tey Care) 
, eae is a young Italian now 22 years old. _ Although barn 
we wn 
in Italy he was brought here some 20 years ago. He is very 
bright and alert. After leaving grammar Bereohy Me secured 
; 4 


work in an auto wrecking lot, and all about the 


value of used parts and the price of scrap metal. Saving up 

a few hundred dollars, he rented a place Paulo aan e ee and 
set out h&s sign as ee as Wireckerg. Although he 

says he has not become wealthy, he is making a living -en@sinetdent 
key supporting his mother and father, and putting his younger 


brother through high school. 
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Italian--Women ( 


She was born in Forego, Italy. Her parents died while she 


was quite young. She was raised in a Catholic orphanage. She attend=- 


ed school until she was 12 years old, Her education consisted of cook- 
ing and sewring. During her school days she made all her own clothes, 


In the more advanced ca@lasses she was taught to make laces. These 


laces were used as a source of income by the orphanages, 


An JIncle claimed her from the Orphanage when she was fifteen 


years old and gave her a home with his family. The next three years 


she worked in a rope factory. The first three months she received no 
compensation and then got a salary of 75¢ a week. After two years 
she worked up to a position paying $2.00 a week, 


At the age of eighteen she emigrated to the United States 
and married a childhood sweetheart, She has living in the Bay region 
since then but has not worked because it has not been necessary. 


She has two children in school and one samll boy soon to start 
in the first grade. She is very debirous of her older children becom- 
ing school teachers but has decided that the youngest is to be a 
priest. 
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This man and his wi are from : small town panes Iona, the 


| A Sensanene of Piedmont, in the North Eastern Section of Italy. 


wanking 


time in the army eg@-in tl! ae first reserve, and he thinks the authori~ 
ties held up permis i et eee cinta 
ae been a oompemes Of infanhfy, and cou | 
erstan languages. 


— 
53 al eal 


The town, a small one of about nine thousand inhabitants, '% 
situated on a small stream named Baltea. The man and his wife 
both worked in manufacturing plants; the woman in aAfericelli, and 
the man in a cotton factory. 


They lived as the usual peasant class; their home was three 
small rooms, poorly furnished and their food,substantial of its 
kind, macaroni, fish, vegetables, and claret, with now and then | 
on a Sunday or holiday a chicken or duck, They averaged ten 
hour s -wereins day, and the pay of the “hele was about equal to | 
forty cents in American money, and the man's about one dollar and 
worked this way all their lives, as had their parent be- 

the father had been killed in battle with Austrians 
te war, Waich left him to carry on for his mother and 
sters. His mother having mssed away and his two sisters 
in married, left him and his wife free and haaaee=ceme“TtO“the 
they were getting nowhere, they decided to try one of 
the big cities, and see if they could better their circumstances, 

AF hbthaof ate 

' Theywent to Turin about 40 miles from their old nord, wal keg 
the distance pulling their scant belongings in a little Hom-made 
cart. As they coulg find no steady work in Turin, they went down 
to Genoa, they fagéd a little better, but nothing to brag about, 
The both worked at house cleaning and porter work, but could get 
nothing steady to do. While in Genoa, they heard a great deal about 
the United States, and began saving every penny they could get a 
hold of towards @™M passage money to this country. “hey eventually 
made their way down the coast, on a small steamer to Naples, The a 
wife fortunately got a jobg an one of the hotels, while he =m wet 
longshor'e wamte. “Pade their application for passports, but it was 
over three months before they got any action, He had served his 


pence 


AltA. erat | 


Finally mec received permission, came tq, New York by 
steerage. Arriving in New York in the @iddle of mer was not 


so good, and having located friends in ais Francisco, they came to 
California, ame They, s say there is nothing on earth that would com- 

pel them to leave, |} Has been here four years and-only one +emme, miner. 
before he becomes a ‘citizen. When he gets his ffhal papers he 

will be an American, and not an Italian-American. 


He says if the people of 4merica understood the truth about 
Europe they never would complain about conditions in this country. 
Has a nice little four room fiat, comfortably furnished, Wwith a 
baby son, a fine wife, » &@ fairly good job: in a 


macaroni factory, so what wore could one wish. 
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something strange to see in Italians, he and his wife are both 
protestants. He thinks that-President “oosevelt, has a big job 
cut out for himself, but he is just the man to do it; another 
Garabaldi. As for this Yalifornia Baection he thinks it is very 
mixed up and messy, too many promises means too many lies, 


This couple are fairly well educated, both having gone to night 
school for two years, besides what pig ted = the ere able to 
receive in the old country. Both man an oscann of the fair 
Nordic type. ‘These kind make desirable citizens, honest and séeett- 
forward. 
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A eS 
here. 
“business t00. 
a small bakery business of his own in San Francisco. 
due to the ene Lat “On Of the cla 


came here 
He got a jot here ina 
In 1917 he had 


Teles, 
forced out of business. 
large baking company and 
when business conditions 


child 


from Venice in 1908. 


saved up enough money to start 


He was a baker's helper 
pastry shop and learned that iS 
However, NX 
in stores, he was 

then he hus been driving for a 

tack to the baking trade 
eer He is married and has one 


._= 
re “a? wD ov a ww i 
‘ ~ oi F oe 
€ = 1 _ 


st 
che. Tatler aa 


oT Unee as 


“a fate we) er 


we yi 


be 


\% n 
*, ND Mt ae 
wi oon ee ‘yes in ee 
a a te bh ate a us \ i ms at 


\ - 
ie ors ek ears, 3 3 eer 
ri 


yi wh) ?Q) ys 


BeL. came from Genoa, Italy ce years ago. He runs a wood srt 
and wine press and is in the trucking business in Ber keley. He 


had to sell a truck a year ago and can not rent out the other 
two trucks because eae ae can not make any money. Ee 
Jeclarea he only made $50 above ex enses last year. He an his 


wife worxed five house ae Rian ores sing wine out of gr as 
ana his customer objected to pa; ring them ¢3. Bete ee Jove hey 
had to spend nearly all the next day cleaning the pregs. 
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Ng 
Born in 


iP Ttaly. 
< fae Jos 


Joseph! 
on whic 


One 
dren to 
was the 


om ho 


7 O0nme 
Joseph 


raised @féStnuts = 
and lemons) \yjThe main crops were 


\ ee OE Oe eee LOU . ~~" 
1910--Pather farmer and store Sper in province of Bolagna, 


yb 


eph was the sonk of AY Gea a necienieds Ttaltan farmer. 
s father helped his grandfather run his three big farms 


kinds of fruit(excépt organgzes 
grapes and wheat. 

of the farms with a nice house was kept for the six chil- 
work during the time they were free from school. Joseph 
end child, having an older sister, 


grandfather, who still lives in Italy, ads as a 25 room 
le has another with 9 rpoms, and Keeps rabbits in a three 
use, He has 15 barns for cows and other livestock, / The 


Tianhe Stee espana date x 


Oons are all large, and are separated by walls 4-5 feet thick, 


six room house was kept as the village store(but sold when 
and his parents came to the United States), They never got 


a license to sell whig§key as it cost too much, But his mother had 
a license entitling her to the monopoly sale of salt and cigarettes. 


Suc 


ae the 


"ho 


h a license used to be cheap. But now, under Mussoling, 


most such village storekeepers Jhave been forced out of business. 
& € iy ? 


license costs 1000 lprat’’" the more you have, the more you 


Owe under Mussoling, the taxes are so high," 


wever, the farmers are mich getter off than the city workers 


under Mussolini, who get only 9 lems“‘d“day. How little this 18.28 
-seen by the fact that a package of 10 cigarettes costs 5 lyra (used 


to be 3 lyra) and a meal 15 dome." en. 


JOS 


eph attended public school for six years. Would have had to 


leave the village to continue his studies. He didn't thike school 


j and didn't see any reason to continue. But he says, "If + kmew then, 
‘what I do now, I would have gone on anyway, even if school was no 
good." up to this time he had finished what was known as the 4th 
wlass--approximately like our Sth grade, 

Later he did the work of two more classes under a private tutor, 


Weich waa like finishing High School, He nev er got his diploma for 


this. 


much mo 
laugh. r h 


Joseph took these extra two class 
apply for work on a train crew. He 


One time in applying for work in the U.S., in answer to a question 
about his schooling he said he finished the 6th class. Somedbody 
standing nearby laughed at what they thought was only his 6th grade > 
schooling. Joseph was hurt, but tol@ me, "they couldn't have had 


re than 6th grade or they wouldn't have been £9 rude as to 


1. 


sS€5 sO as to be eligible. to 
would have begun as a laborer and 


perhaps worked up to conductor. One of his main reasons for wanting 


this jo 


b was so that he wouldn't have to go to the front in time of 


war, He never wanted to be a soldier, because he knew how they were 
treated, t he would soon be 18 and have to fo as a soldier, 


But 
States. 


just then, in 1928, his family déciided;to come to the United 
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Thais pleased Joseph for he had never like Italy, "and things 
were getting worse every day." 


"In Italyy I didn't understand why, but I didn't like Fascism. 
The workers were really socialist, and our province is still the 
strongest working class section. Mussolini has gn election just 
to see how many are against him--then he puts them in jail for 5 
years--on an island," 


"T got along all right in my, home town, But there is more 
fascism in the larger towns. One I visited such a mearby town. I 
don't know whether somebody told them I didn't sing Fascist songs. 
But, anyway, when I was walking down the street, a bunch of young 
fascists ganged together and gave a little speech praising Mussolini. 
Everybody within hearing was supposed to applaud. But I just went 
on down the street. So they followed me and repeated the perform- 
ance, and then asked me, "Why don't you applaud?" I said, "I'm 
doing my business." They only thing that kept them from beating 
me up was that some of the gang knew my family. 


"Tater, however, the fascists got me and put me in jail for re- 
fusing to applaud Mussolini. And after that I coulfin't walk on the 
streets of that town at night. 


UT didn't like this, My folks didn't like it. If I didn't 
like Italy before--after this it was just too bad. ‘So we decided 
to come to the United States. But I think Roosevelt is just about 
as good as Mussolini. He has the power to send the national guard 
to break our strikes. 


"Te fact is we came to the United States just as soon as I 
found out I was an America citizen by birth. My,folks had always 
let me believe I was born in Italy. portant yyy father had 
left Italy when he was 14, and traveled in Germany, Spain and the 
U.s. 


"In the U.S. myjemewieer worked in an Illinois mine, One time 
they had a terrible fire,“Pnly six men got out the,lst day.. The 
group my father was with walled themselves off amey livd for 
21 days without food, taking turns at fanning “to keep the, air ping 
circulation while the others slept. This group wgs rescud ta hund- 
reds of other miners were killed by the fire. «fh® Pky father and 
mother, who were both U.S. citizens decided toreturn to Italy, gnd 
while they were going back on the boat, I was born. a 


"When I found this out, I was anxious to come to the United 
States. So I came with my father and one brother and sister, in 1928, 
to Detroit. Mother came 7 months later, with the rest of the children. 
My father's first job was with a contractor. Then he got a job 
at Fords and has been working there ever since--what.time he has 


not been laid off. Father and mother bought a house and,lost it. 


“after about six months | I went to work for a lock company-=- 
it was a nice job,and I got 84.75 for 9 hours. er £wo months 
I was dade Can) ut of work a few months Then! 42 mkafng springs 
and wiret“Wk¥a’ off after two months. mete nen“ eney job at Briggs. 
I had asked to be a punch press opera tor. ut they gave me’ another 
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job which they said was temporary. It was on the shipping gang 


and from 7 AM to 7 PM we unlaaded from a steel crane--half a 


body at a time, dragged it for what seemed half a mile and loaded 
it into a freight car. It was heavy, greasy, dirty work, Two 
weeks was enough for me. I couldn't stand it and quit. 


"Then I went into business-peddling vegtables ona truck, 
ae for two months but couldn't sell anything. I lost $100. 
But liked the truck--it was a good Dedpme--but finally my folks 
had fo sell it for junk, 


"For in 1930 I left and came to California, where I got a 
job ina sugar mill. I don't think so much of the place, now after 
four years, but I'm not trying to lose my job. 


"First I was on the constiretion gang, and then after two 
months the annual lay-off cought me. So i tired to join the Navy, 
because I had no job and din'tt want to go back home. I wanted to 
learn a trade and that I could in the Navy. But they s aid they 
were full up and wouldnft take my application. 


"So after the 36 day shut-down I got back on part time. First 
I was in the powder sugar mili, but the work was too fast, with ; 
too many bosses. After that I worked in almost every department, but 
fogund 6 months in the warehouse pretty near killed me. Of comrse, 
I don't really like any job in the mill, but the one I have now 
is not so bad for the boss comes around just once a day. And I'm 
always sure to have plenty of work when he comes around. 


"We used to work straight thru two weeks and then have three 
days off. Last year they cut us single men down to 10 days a 
month, You couldn't live on it in this little company town. That's 
what the blue eagle did for us. Now wetre working 18 days a month," 


"Last year I lost my ear--when I just had two morepayments. 
Then I decided to go back to see the folks in Detroit, so I took 
out a leave. I kad a nice visit, but things are pretty tough in De- 
troit, so I'm back at the old job again, 


"What do I do for a good time? Go to a dance sometimes. Drink 
a little wine. But I really love msic, so I play with some 
Other fellows in a dance orchestra. Yes, I read in “nglish--some- 
times!book,on economics. Because, sometime, somehow, I want a 
better job and one I'm sure of,” 
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~S, is an Italian woman of 33 years, Piedmontese@does not 

know or remember exact birthplace) who was brought to*’this countrp. 
as a child of seven. Her father Was a farm worker but owned no 
property of his own, Ske has slight recollection of her journey 

to America,but ker mrents have told her they came over steerage 
and kad little means, Ht earliest clear memories are of her 

life in Los Angeles where the family lived until after she finished 
high school and business collegeZ H er father worked as a receivema 
and stocker in a department store. He was not a very good provider, 


however, and ker wother was forced to work in a laundry to make 
ends meet. When G, °. finAYsed business college,she tried to get 


work as a typist or stenographer, but never succeeded in doing s0. 
She worked in a five-and-ten cent store in Los “ngeles until two 
years agoO,when she came to San Francisco with her mother, who di- 
yorced G.S’s father. They came to live with a widowed sister of 

her mother in Oakland. Both her mother and dunt work in a laundry, 
and eke works at the Heinz plant. She hates the work and expressed 
the hope to some day get away from it and finds work in an office, 
She plays tke piano, but at present has none at home. She speaks 
very intelligenlty and is quite attractive. Both her menial work , 
and spinsterhood appear quite anomalous. 
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G.S, is an Italian woman of 33 years, Piedmonteseffoes not 

ow or remember exact birthplacef who was brought to*this country. 
as a child of seven. Her father cen a farm worker but owned no 
property of his own. She has slight recollection of her journey 
to America,but her mrents have told her they came over steerage ps 
and had iktle means, HM earliest clear memories are of her 
life in Los 4ngeles, where the family lived until after she finished 
high school and business collegeZ H er father worked as a receivama 
and stocker in a department store. He was not a very good provider, 
however, and her mother was forced to work in a laundry to make 
ends meet. When G. “. finA/hed business college, she tried to get 
work as a typist or stenographer, but never succeeded in doing so. 
She worked in a five-and-ten cent store in Los “ngeles until two 
years ago,when she came to San Francisco with her mother, who di- 
vyorced G.Ss father. They came to live with a widowed sister of 
her mother in Oakland. Both her mother and dunt work in a laundry, 
and she works at the Heinz plant. She hates the work and expressed 
the hope to some day get away from it and findg work in an office, 
She plays the piano, but at present has none at home. She speaks 
very intelligenlty and is quite attractive. Both her menial work, 
and spinsterhood appear quite anomalous. | 
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I was born on a farm few miles from Genoa, Italy, where I 


% oN y 


a aoa 


of work, agora when I was about % years old. I had some 

{\, Ovy ieih MVM ea 

schooling net very much , ever home life weme s¢4 te and fairly 
goody 1 Pogest, at the time} but since living heme in this 


country, I have cdeda out the aifference here I live like a king, 
BAA Ratings 


RI left home when I was %@ years old and worked in a bakery in 
the city of Genoa. Where I stayed until 1911 and learned ca? 
trade. E-was=then , ~tiraatmates!” Lin 1911 I had to serve in the army 
for 20 Fe cag: ,and got my discharge, during that time my company 
was transferred to Tripolo, where 1 saw ,and was in some big 
battles and hard fighting. Three “ye after my acl s od 
was again called-@#r to enlist in the big war and was made ‘a 

seargeant of my company and where I stayed until the end of the 
war. I came to this country in 1920 and worked at my trade as 
a baker until 1925. Then I took a trip home to visit my parents - 


Vie 


GAL 
Ahere “es @ more brothers and one sister in my family a1 mar ried 


nw: aa Were 


and working Pa en eee stayed home for nearly a year came 
back WBre to =. Got my naturalization paper and am now married, 
no ehildre ofr the past 4 years I have been in the garbage 
business and am satisified with the whole world. No, I never 

got as much as a scratch during all the time 1 was in the army. 


Although men were killed all around me all the time, yes I was 


lucky but I don't want any more of war for me if I can help it. 
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Je Mein American,born of Italian parentage, He is(28 years 
of age,and owns a share in a modest floral shop. His parénts were 
from lebutkern ttaly, but he knew$little detetd about their life there. 
He was raised in Brooklyn where his father ran a Gigar and Gon- 
_fectionery store. He worked as a bootblack oe LP gente 
@chool; and quit school after his at delpseraele rear. Hi€é home life 
with his, parents must have been rather sordidgeat least uncongenial, 
Are was [sgt to speak of Se he "lit out" from New York and 
kas beenton his pwn’ ever He bootblacked for quite awhile 
in Chicago andytos Angeles, sold papers in Los “ngeles and “an 
Francisco§"+an a paper stand at Sutro Baths Another Italian is 
his partner in his newest enterprise; the floral shop. 


AX ty 
They are both real live wires snd despiteg their complaints 
to the contrary, they seem to be doing pretty well. J.M. has a 
decided rere bas spits ineiieras. decorations, according to his bus- 
inegs associate. The displays wkick were clever and attractive 
attested os this Gane ie he Seems completely witkout talent ex- 
cept that hets a “pusiness "shark" ,»without a doubt, 
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J. Mein American,born of Italian parentage. He is (28) years 
of age,and owns a share in a modest floral shop. His parents were 
from Southern Jtaly, but he lmewslittle deseda about their life there. 
He was raised in Brooklyn where his father ran a Cigar and gon- 


,fectionery store. He worked as a bootblack while in nior High 


g@chool; and quit school after his Sophomore year. Hié home life 
with his,parents must have been rather sordidweat least uncongenial, 
Ane was tet to speak of pe eat he “14 out! from New York and 
has beenton his, pwn ever since. He bootblacked for quite awhile 

in Chicago andrLos Angeles, sold papers in Los “ngeles and van 
Franciscos"an a paper stand at Sutro Baths. Another Italian is 
his baatuer in his newest enterprise-wthe floral shop. 
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They are both real live wires and despiteg their complaints 
to the contrary, they seem to be doing pretty well. J.M. has a 
decided artistic knack in floral decorations,according to his bus- 
inews associate. The displays which were clever and attractive 
attested to this. Otherwise he seems completely without talert ex- 
cept that he's a business "shark",without a doubt. 
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then worked as a rancher. He came to America at the age of 25, as“ 
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Born in Italy 63 years ago. He had four years se aka \ 


i 


i 


\/ 


he had relatives in California who urged hin to come here. He entered \ 


into the bakery business and worked at it for about 10 years. After 
that he worked into the restaurant business in Vakland, where he has 
remained up to the present time. 


His financial condition since 1929 has remained abo the same, 
although he owned the business he is in and has several pieces of 
real estate. His father was a rancher. hii 
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Born in Italy 48 years ago. He had no schoolinpr~ Came CO ees 


America at the age of 17 years and remained in Chicago for several 
years where he learned the barber trade. 


A 


He later came to California and entered into tusineas for him 
self. He has been in business in Oakland for the last 10 years. 


He has no musical or mechanical ability, since 1929 SA ee 
cial condition has been about the same. / 


His father was a farmer. 
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Born in Italy 63 years ago. He had four wear ESOP A 
then worked as a rancher. He came to America at the age of 25, as 

he had relatives in California who urged him to come here. He entered 
into the bakery business and Worked at it for about 10 years. After 


that he worked into the restaurant business in Oakland, where he has 
remained up to the present time. 


His financial condition since 1929 has remained abou the same, 
although he owned the business he is in and has several pieces of 
real estate. His father was a rancher. 


Born in Italy 48 years ago. He had no peel Came to 


America at the age of 17 years and remained in Chicago for severa 
years where he learned the barber trade. ; 
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Alt 


He later came to California and entered into business for hin- 
self. He has been in business in Oakland for the last 10 years. 


He has no musical or mechanical ability, since 1929 higfinan- 
Cial condition has been about the same. 


His father was a farmer. 


wis : 


BA, 


A 


bey. 
; ie) é 
‘a 7 ah dye t fa na 


‘ 
LE =a 


‘SS FESS ee 
Bes <2 ez iL? : iy F aged ‘ : : “ee 
f = 


2 . = Be es Se 7 eee v . és Re 
Born in Italy 54. years ago, —eamé-to’this country when he - ., 
was 14, He had 4 years schooling in Italy. -In New York he worked 
for the street department for about 10 years. His friends then urg¥ 
ed him to come to California where he secured work with the garbage 
department in Oakland, 


; He has had little time: for-study and is not interested in msic 
or mechanies, He is married and owns his own home, His-father was a 


farmer. Since 1929 his financial condition has been about the same, 
His condition since coming to America has been bettered and he is well 
satisfied, pale tok Ss toN, 
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©. Thts-wer was born in Milang 1878. His fathers 
professien was’barber who owned a shop in the industrial 
section of the city. As we tomary, Jes learned this 
trade from his father,and/became|\alsoj)a barber. His youth 
was quite uneventful ay ae came-to America in 1910. On 
his arrival in the United States he found ready employment 
in the Italian section of New York City. He worked for 
the same boss until the entrance of the United States ints 
the World War. During those seven years in New York City 
he had lived exclusively among Italians and thus was unable 
to learn much of the English languag "Learning was not 
popular in those days". As it is Lay, immigrants, his 
chief desire was to save money and return to his family in 
Italy. Actually, he planned to return in 1914 ,but the out- 
break of the Why spoiled his plans. In 1917,he was induced 
to join the @rmy. {When I asked him if he likea to go to 
wa, he smiled, "Wo likes to go to be shot. Only crazy 
youthswho were stirred up by music and politicians were 
willing to go to war. I was one of them.” 


He spent several months in the @rmy, but did not 
go across. In the meantime, while in the grmyg and out of 
work)yhe had spent most of his savings and the idea of return- 
ing bo Italy had to be postponed again. After the war he 
went back to his old job again trying to save money. 


From the educational standpoint, his service in the 


CGarmy was quite beneficial, He t#ad learned how to speak 


English,;and as a result his social position in the Italian 
colony in New York was raised. He tookrprominent part in 
various Italian societies and in 1920 he married an Italian 
girl. ) 
VS 

With this action,his intentions to return to native 
Italy faded away into a Gream. A girl was added to his 
family jand h¥s suggested they move to California.{This 
was in 1922. His wife had some relatives in California.} 
In Oakland he opened up his own barber shopg in the in- 
dustrial district of the city. He continued to be affili- 
ated with various Italian lodgesg and until this time is 
a typical "brother." At present his family consists of 
two girls and a boy. He does most of his business with 
Italians employed in the commission markets. 


At present he is # secretary of a local lodge and 
uses his barver shop.as an office where he collects dues, 
sells tickets for various affairs, etc. Apparentiy he has 
given up hope of ever returning to Italy. 


As an American citizen,he votes regularly and always 
the Democratic ticket. His ecdnomic position is fairly 
secure. As a prominent lodge man,jhe enjoys the respect of 
his countrymen and has many customers. 
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As a politician the Italian is excelled only by the Irish. 
He is suXtle and astute. That's why the average Italian can- 
not understand the recent defeat of Chauncey Tromutolo in the 
Fourth district by Florence Kahn. 

Ask him and he me tell you that in this district alone 
there are 20,000 Tragiad votes compared with 5,000 Jewish votes. 
When they speak of Italian votes they refer both to those born , 
in Italy and those of Italian extraction born in the United 
States. 

What they can't understand is that up to about ten years 
ago the percentage of Catholics in this district of voting 
age was 54 to 46. Now the Protestants si Catholics are about 
fifty-fifty. Before they had banked largely on the Catholic 
as well as Italian vote to win. hey have always been able 
to elect several members to the Board of Supervisors. 

The Italian makes a racket of politics, just as other 
nationslities do, so when they lost Malateste for supervisor 
three years ago, they will tell you, it opened their eyes. 

When fTromutolo got into the race this year th 
ald their forces and swung them behind him. His defeat they 
can't understand. 

An Italian will not believe Mayor Rossi asked Governor 
Merriam to call out the Militia in the recent longshoremnen's 
strike, despite the fact that Supervisor Gallager has sprung 
official documents to prove that he did. There are hundreds 
of Italians working on the waterfront as stevedores sue uae 
are strong union men. Tell one of them the Mayor asked for 


the soldiers and you'll get a shrug of the shoulders, and a 
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ook of contempt. 

‘ Tell the Italian you meet casually that Tromutolo cut off 
his own political head when he came out against Upton Sinclair 
for governor and he just can’t pelieve it, although nearly 
every Sinclair man in the district mede up his mind to knife 
Tromutolo the minute he issued the statement that he was 

against Sinclair. 

Now returns A. P. Giannini from tua east and issues a 
statement that, there is something wrong with the economic 
system when a man like Sinclair can poll nearly a million 


votes and blames the depression on the financial vultures of 


_ 


Wall Street who have lived from the blood of the people of 
the entire nation. Yell the average Italian this, show him 
Giannini's statement in the newspapers and he will admit it 
must be so because another Italian has said so. 

But they are now girding their armor for the bic drive 
next year to re-elect Mayor Rossi. 


"esa friend,” they will tell you. "Hesa baeleected.” 
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